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Motivation

2008 Obama presidential campaign made extensive use of the
internet and social media (Cogburn & Espinoza-Vasquez,
2011; Gibson, 2010; Robertson et al., 2010)

Micro blogging services (e.g., Twitter) and social network
sites (e.g., Facebook) are believed to have the potential to
increase political participation (Stieglitz & Dang-Xuan, 2013)

In Mexico little attention has been given to the different
sources of information, heuristic (Lupia & McCubbins, 1998;
Popkin, 1991; Sniderman et al., 1991)



Theory Methodology Results Discussion

Objectives

Generate a latent variable related to citizens’ cognitive
mobility (Inglehart, 1970 ; Dalton, 1984, 2000 and 2007; for
the case of Mexico; Temkin, et al., 2008; Cisneros, 2012)

The effect that cognitive mobility has on political behaviour
(to vote or not) and the influence that these variables have on
the decision of which political party to vote for.

Investigate the impact that the traditional tools of
communication (radio, television and newspapers) and new
technological tools (social networks: Twitter, Facebook,
YouTube) have on voting and vote choice.

Explores the implications of birth cohort for political
participation and the impact these distinct forms of
information have on each generation’s political behaviour.
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Dataset

Latinobarometer from 2000 to 2010
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Hypotheses

H1: Ceteris paribus, Mexican citizens who have higher
cognitive mobility (skills) are more likely to go to the polls.

H2: All other things being equal, Mexican citizens with
greater cognitive mobility whose source of information is the
social media are less likely to vote for the incumbent party.
Additionally, citizens with greater cognitive mobility using
traditional media will be more likely to vote for the ruling
party.
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Hypotheses

H3.1: People who belong to the political alternation
generations, whose principal source of information is the social
media, have a higher probability to vote. In the opposite
sense, Mexican citizens belonging to the political alternation
generations using traditional tools of communication (radio,
television and newspapers) have a lesser probability of voting.

H3.2: In comparison to other generations, the political
alternation generations have less probability of supporting the
party in government if they have higher cognitive mobility and
if the source of information are the new technological tools
(social networks: Twitter, Facebook, YouTube).
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Models

I Generation of the Latent Variable: Exploratory (EFA) and
Confirmatory Factor Analysis (CFA) were estimated using
Mplus (Muthn and Muthn, 2010).

II We will answer hypotheses 1 and 2 using a logit (Wooldridge
2002, 2003) by using Stata and the bootstrapping and semi
parametric models were generated by using R.

III For hypotheses 3.1 and 3.2 we will use a multigroup logit
model (Muthn and Muthn, 2010), where estimated using
Mplus.

Softwares



Theory Methodology Results Discussion

Table 1. Confirmatory Factor Analysis, CM
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Table 2. Logit Models Results



Theory Methodology Results Discussion

Figure 2a. Marginals Effects
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Figure 2b. Semiparametric Approach
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Figure 2c. Semiparametric Approach
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Table 3. Bootstrapping
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Table 4. Logit Models Incumbent
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Table 5. Multilogit Models PRI/PAN
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Table 6. Multilogit Models PRD/PAN
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Birth Cohorts

Generations Analysis

The party system generation: those who came into adulthood
during the dominant party system, from 1921 through to
1976.

The pluralism generation spans those who came to adulthood
between 1977 and 1988.

The alternation generation comprises those who came to
adulthood during the period from 1989.
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Table 7. Logit Models Results by Generations: Who Votes?
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Table 7. Logit Models by Generations: Voting for the

Incumbent
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